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IS CAPITAL PUNISHMENT CHRISTIAN?
Luke 20:9; Romans 13:1-6
Thursday night, one week ago, a light burned late in the
drawing room of the Governor's Mansion in Sacramento. The
Governor sat reading messages from all over the world and
he was pondering, what was for him, a momentous decision;
a man's life was at stake and the world was waiting for an
answer.
Now this has all the earmarks of a great drama up to this
point; from here on, it may turn out to be one of the worst
farces the world has ever seen.
Hollywood, though, is surely going to capitalize on it and
make a picture-in fact, they have already done so. And the
cash register is ringing the kind of music in which they hold
a vital interest. Many of the recent releases reveal that they
will make anything if they can be sure it will mean a dollar.
We have seen, filtering down into our contemporary society,
one of the strangest quirks of human nature-it stands boldly
before us as one of the finest studies in mob psychology that
might be had. A wave of emotion and sentiment has swept over
the world and many have shed tears on behalf of a man who is
an hardened, convicted criminal, one who drew from the Edi
torial section of the Los Angeles Times the words " ... So to
Caryl Chessman, whose capital crimes against two women make
one sick at the stomach even when they are reviewed for the
xth time. The intellectuals (the people who think they think)
have been crying that this psychopath has suffered too much
the rope has broken too many times. . . ."
It is interesting to note the reaction all over the world-it
is almost inexplainable. From Brazil there came petitions signed
by two million people. "Jurists in South America sent protests
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to California. Prominent jurists from Argentina, Panama, Spain
and Mexico added their criticisms to the clamor over the
handling of the Chessman case." But it is well to note also, that
South of the border they do not practice capital punishment.
Macrina Rabadan, a Mexican Congresswoman, telegraphed
President Eisenhower to the effect that Latin American women
would wear mourning during the time of the President's tour
of the Latin American countries if this man is executed.
The Laborite paper in London, England-the HERALD
said: "If he is executed tomorrow, it will be a day when it
will be rather unpleasant to be an American."
And in the face of all of this Senator Fulbright, who is
chairman of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee made this
comment-"It is very disturbing ... that United States justice
can be pressured by groups of people in Europe and incipient
mobs of students in a small Latin American country."
What motivated the Governor to make such a radical de
parture from normal procedure and not carry through the
decision of the Courts? What went on in the mind of the
Governor-what was he thinking? There have been many
explanations and there have been all sorts of accusations made.
Did he have a genuine concern for this prisoner, Caryl
Chessman? In the last decade he had given no such evidence,
and he certainly has made no claim to it now. So it is not a
matter of personal attachment to this man, apparently. Did he
care for the safety of the President of the United States to the
extent that he would jeopardize his own chances of becoming
President? I say it in a facetious manner, but it is rather
unusual for a Democrat to love a Republican that much-and
it is rather unusual for a Republican to love a Democrat that
much.
Was he playing the old game of politics, using a convicted
criminal as a pawn on the "chessman" board? Was he taking

advantage of the abnormal hysteria to promote his chances
of being nominated for President?

If he thought it was a steppingstone to the White House
he apparently found out it was a stumblingstone.
Was he playing the hero in shining armor, riding up at the
eleventh hour to become a savior; or was he shirking his duty
as the Governor and is he guilty of dereliction of duty as some
have said? Or was he a weak man in the hour, yielding to the
pressure of the mob with no courage to stand for law and
order-rather just to be an opportunist! If so, he is no material
for a presidential candidate.
Again, was he an opportunist who capitalized on the tears
of the sob sisters to put over his pet form of legislation, the
repeal of the death penalty-the abolition of capital punish
ment. He, himself, has said that the death penalty and capital
punishment are barbaric and that some day it will be abolished
in California and he will work toward that end.

A Final Suggestion
Re: the Introduction
May we make a final suggestion in leaving this introduction
- we have not heard it made previously. Was he yielding to
a Higher Power! He mentioned the fact that when he received
this telegram that he could see the hand of God in it. It is also
well known that the papacy had joined the crowd and was
asking for mercy. And the Vatican newspaper, L'Osservatore
Romano, which is the mouthpiece of the Vatican, called for
mercy.
The Governor of the State of California is a Roman Catholic.
The Pope is the final word for any Roman Catholic. Had the
Governor received instructions, if so, then that ought to be the
answer for America to the question, SHOULD A ROMAN
CATHOLIC BE PRESIDENT?
We understand full well that we cannot probe the mind of
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the Governor on that dark night when he sat and, accord
ing to his own statement, was torn between two opinions to
know just what to do. Only God knows what motivated him to
pardon a criminal that every court agreed should pay the
penalty. And even Justice William O. Douglas, as far back as
1957 said, "The conclusion is irresistible that Chessman is play
ing a game with the courts."
Why did Governor Brown make the decision that has already
cost the taxpayers hundreds of thousands of dollars?
Now we shall have to leave Governor Brown with his own
thoughts and his own conscience--I do not pretend to know
his motive. But I do suggest that he read the trial of Jesus of
Nazareth. I suggest that he get a Bible-and he cannot get one
now at the public Schools for he has put the Bible out of the
Public Schools. He will have to go somewhere else to get a
Bible. But I suggest that he get one, even a Douay Version,
and read again the trial of Jesus and he will find out that this
is not something new for there was a Governor by the name of
Pilate, and he had to make a decision. Pilate was a weakling,
he was a puppet of Rome-a peanut politician and that Gover
nor on that occasion let another criminal-Barabbas, go and
delivered Jesus to be crucified.
History has already handed in its verdict against the first
Governor!
Many churches and church organizations have entered this
case, and that is the reason that I am writing with reference
to it. During these days I am having statements from some of
these groups and many calls from folk who are distressed be
cause their own pastor is urging them to write the Governor
asking that this man be let go and state that capital punishment,
in their code of thinking, is unchristian.
And then the UNITED STATES NEWS & WORLD REPORT
gave an altogether different slant on all of this. They said,
"Communist apparatus, world-wide, really is amazing in ef6

fectiveness. Chessman case shows how it works. A local criminal
convicted of many major crimes, suddenly has the U.S. Department of State and the Vatican lined up to keep an American
State from carrying out a criminal penalty.

Why? Because an American criminal was taken up by Communists all over the world as a means of attacking U.S. U.S.
officials appealed to California to save Chessman so Eisenhower
could avoid hostile attacks in South America. The Vatican
moved in on humanitarian grounds, responding to public clamor.
Communist tactics have U.S. officials rather bewildered."
And I think that is the least that could be said, probably,
concerning it.

BRAIN WASHING IN OUR CHURCHES
Now these churches have entered and they have said that
capital punishment is unchristian. Liberalism has done a good
job of brain washing the church members in America today
for the majority of the church members believe right now that
capital punishment is unchristian.

THE BEATNIK VERSION
It was a matter of interest to see a newscast on Television
which showed some of the beatniks carrying a banner and of
all things, the banner said, "Jesus said, 'thou shalt not kill'."
Now that is the first time that any of these have ever manifested
any interest in what Jesus said or in anything that is Christian.
And I take it that their attitude and actions in this case are
nothing short of hypocritical.

WHAT DOES THE BIBLE SAY?
Is capital punishment Christian or is it unchristian?
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CAP ITAL PUNISHMENT FROM ITS BEGINNING

Let us trace this thing from its beginning. We must go back
to the Garden of Eden and begin there to see something of the
history of capital punishment.
Read the following statement slowly and with care: God
instituted capital punishment in the Garden of Eden----even be
fore man sinned. God said, " . .. i n the day that thou eatest
thereof thou shalt surely die" Genesis 2: 17. That is capital
punishment and you can call it by any other name you may
care to choose. The fact is that man disobeyed and the penalty
came upon him, so that you can say right now that in Adam
all die. That penalty is upon us today, whether we like it or not.
BUT WE HAVE SOMETHING STRANGE HERE that ar
rests our attention. When God put man outside the Garden of
Eden-when Cain was born to Adam and Eve they called him
Cain and said, "We have gotten the man from the Lord."
They thought he was the One who was mentioned in Genesis
3:15-the One who was to bruise the serpent's head.
They thought he was the SAVIOUR-but instead of the
Saviour he was a MURDERER, and he murdered his brother.
No doubt someone said that God would surely send him to
the "gas chamber." I am sorry to have to say this but God
did not, on the contrary God protected him. God put a mark
on Cain and said that anyone touching him would have to
reckon with Him. And that man went through life a murderer
with a mark on him and could not be touched.
Why? When God put man out of the Garden of Eden man
was no longer innocent. No longer was it a question of eating
of a tree. The question now becomes, IS MAN ABLE TO FOL
LOW HIS OWN CONSCIENCE?
And Cain following his own conscience, the conscience of a
fallen man, murdered his own brother and as far as I can see,
he had no compunction about it whatsoever. I am confident
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that he could have justified himself in his own eyes and he
could have made just as good a case as is being made in our
courts today for criminals.
But I do know this-God did NOT touch him, and why?
Because God now wants man to see the fruit of his own sin.
And Cain is going to live so that he can see the fruit of this
thing that is known as sin.

Cain And His Civilization
Let us not think that God had closed His eyes to crime, we
would be wrong. There came a day when this thing began to
bear fruit, and you find that when Cain went out from the
presence of the Lord and established a civilization it was a
glorious one having many of the things that we have in our
civilization today.
However, in the midst of that there was another murderer.
And how did he succed in continuing his own way? We have
his statement in explanation. He had two wives "and Lamech
said unto his wives, Adah and Zillah, Hear my voice; ye wives
of Lamech, hearken unto my speech: for I have slain a man
to my wounding, and a young man to my hurt" Genesis 4:23.
What he meant by "to my wounding" is, "I shot in self defense."
And further it r eads, "If Cain shall be avenged sevenfold, truly
Lamech seventy and sevenfold." And what he is saying is this
in effect: "Cain got by with it without being provoked for Abel
did nothing to him, he just deliberately and in premeditation
killed his brother; in my case, I killed a man, but I did it in
self defense. I'll get by with it." Will he get by with it?

We Will Follow the Thread of the Story of
Capital Punishment
The generation of Cain moves down until you come to a
day when God reached in and spoke to a man by the name of
Noah in the time of Antediluvian civilization :

"And God said unto Noah, The end of all flesh is come
before me; for the earth is filled with violence through
them; and, behold, I will destroy them with the
earth" Genesis 6:13.
It is seen here that they worked on the assumption that God
will not punish sin, a great many people live by this-in fact,
a great many people today will not turn to God because they
do not believe God will punish sin.
We see this matter further through the writer of Ecclesiastes
who says in the eighth chapter and eleventh verse----"Because
sentence against an evil work is not executed speedily, therefore
the heart of the sons of men is fully set in them to do evil."
So there came a day when God sent mankind to the gas
chamber, it was mass execution-He destroyed the entire line
of Cain.
Some will want to stop me here and ask if we are not
stretching things a little. You said "sent them to the gas cham
ber"-is that not exaggerating words for the time a bit? No
it is not. God took two of the most potent gases you can get:
one is hydrogen, the other oxygen. God put two atoms of
hydrogen with one atom of oxygen and that is water-and He
put them in the gas chamber. And I am told that drowning is
a painless death. I have not been through it and I do not
know, but that is what they tell me.

A Summary of the Beginnings

God did not let Cain get by with it, Lamech failed to get by
with it and man did not get by with it. But we find that there
came a day when God said that because of the violence of man
who wants to follow his own conscience, man must pay for it.
So now God judges man.
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Post Flood Laws
And here we come to the time when God puts down some
new regulations. After Noah came forth from the Ark and
made a sacrifice to the Lord, God said to Noah that there
are some new arrangements that I want to make with you and
one of them is this: "Whoso sheddeth man's blood, by man shall
his blood be shed; for in the image of God made he man"
Genesis 9:6. That has never been abrogated; that has never
been repealed; that has never been revoked; that has never
been removed; that has never been modified one bit and neither
the Supreme Court of the United States, nor the Governor of the
State of California can change that.

God Established Government
God gave to man human government, and as long as there
is human government down here it must protect human life.
When a man kills another man he will have to pay the penalty
according to God's Law.
God says that man has been made in the image of God and
human life is valuable and in all of this sob sister nonsense
to which we have been subjected we have not read one article
nor have we heard one voice lifted concerning the victims of
this criminal.
Today, one of the victims, once a beautiful girl, is now a
raving maniac in an institution. A lovely girl, so abused that
her parents, who chanced to listen to a broadcast which I had
made, wrote me a letter. They were for punishment, but they
said they were not Christians who are calling for blood. How
ever, when you go out and see our daughter you will see what
happened.
Why do not some of these soft hearted and soft headed folk
get interested in the girls-God is interested in them also.
That has never been changed-"Whoso sheddeth man's blood,
by man shall his blood be shed .. ." Genesis 9:6.
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The Mosaic Law
Now for His own people, the nation Israel, God gave the
Mosaic Law which interpreted a great deal of the details for
this law. He gave to them that which we know today as "An
eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth." And we will find in
turning to the Mosaic Law the death penalty was invoked and
in that day capital punishment was by stoning to death-(be
lieve me, that is not easy but that is the method that was
used) and even adultery, the adulterer and the adulteress were
stoned to death. And thus another trial would have suddenly
come to an end if you were back under the Mosaic Law. May
we say to you-that is the Mosaic Law.
Again some student of the Word will say, that they knew
all along that the Old Testament teaches these things, but
when you come to the New Testament, all is changed.

We Have News For You On This Point
It was changed, but it was made higher, not lower and it
reveals a sad lack of information and woeful ignorance to carry
a banner upon which we read, "Jesus says, 'Thou shalt not
kill'," as if that applies to capital punishment-He is talking
again about individual human life and He is not talking about
capital punishment.
Do you want to know what He really said? This is higher
than anything under the Mosaic system: "Ye have heard that
it was said by them of old time, Thou shalt not kill; and who
sover shall kill shall be in danger of the judgment: (that is
condemnation and death) but I say unto you, That whosoever
is angry with his brother without a cause shall be in danger
of the judgment: and whosoever shall say to his brother, Raca,
shall be in danger of the council: but whosover shall say, Thou
fool, shall be in danger of hell fire."
That, my friend, is higher than anything ever given under
the Mosaic System. He never let down the law, He never
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adopted some sentimental notion about this matter. In fact, He
gave a parable. Now the parable refers to Himself, and He is
making it very pertinent and pointed to the Nation Israel.

THE PARABLE
He is drawing to the end of His ministry and He said to
them that a certain man had a vineyard-(that vineyard, of
course, is Israel)-and he said he sent to them servants; they
stoned the servants, ran them away-they were the prophets of
the Old Testaments. Last of all he sent his son unto them
(Now do not miss this-do not miss this, my friends ) -he
sent his son unto them and they murdered him.
What will he do? Well, he is so big hearted, he is soft-he
will not be able to do anything. He will break down and cry
and let them off. That is not what Jesus said. Jesus said that
when they kill his son he will come and he will destroy them
as a nation. Did He do it? Read their history.

In 70A.D. Titus laid seige to Jerusalem and Josephus says
that in that city over one million bodies that had starved to
death, were thrown over the walls and mothers ate their own
children.
He said, "when you kill my Son"-yes, but didn't He die
for the sins of the world? Yes He did, we will see that in a
moment. But when you do not accept Him you have to bear
your own sins, pay your own penalty and they have done it.

THE CHRISTIAN and GOVERNMENT
What about the Christian today in his relationship to gov
ernment? Read this; for this is, I think, the finest statement we
have in the Word of God:
"Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers. For
there is no power but of God: the powers that be are
ordained of God."
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You see the church was never ordained to rule in this world.
Our position has always been, as a church, to be obedient to
the powers that be:
"Whosoever therefore resisteth the power, resisteth the
ordinance of God: and they that resist shall receive to
themselves damnation ( that is condemnation)."
Now will you notice this: " . . . the rulers are not a terror to
good works, but to the evil. ..."
Now we can well understand why the abnormal element, why
the Communists, and why all other law breakers want this man
turned loose because you see that government and law and
order are a terror to the evil and not to the good. A death
penalty ought not to have any terror for a good person-it
was not given to execute good people. The "rulers are not a
terror to good works but to the evil. Wilt THOU THEN NOT
BE AFRAID OF THE POWER? ..." It is a sad thing in this
day, all over the world that American justice is a mockery!
It backfired and a great many people throughout the world
are sick today-America, the one nation that has stood for
law and order in this world and would enforce it. And if we
will not put a criminal to death, would we ever come to the
aid of Europe! Why should we?
"Wilt thou then be afraid of the power? do that which is
good and thou shalt have praise of the same: For he is the
minister of God to thee for good. But if thou do that which
is evil, be afraid; for he that beareth not the sword in vain."
He is not to carry the sword as a decoration-the gas chamber
is not to be used as "wolf, wolf," when there is no wolf it is
to be there as a terror to the evil.
A Liberal minister talked with tears in his eyes about the
horror of the gas chamber. I said that I could only wish that
every criminal that might attack my loved ones felt that way
about it.
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I hope that it will be a terror to the criminal so that we
can walk the streets of our city in safety.

THE FAMOUS TRIAL OF HISTORY
We want to take you to the most famous trial of all courts
-it is not one that is going on now out here. We want to take
you to the one that is recorded in the New Testament.
The religious rulers for two and a half years had plotted the
death of Jesus. Like bloodhounds of hate they had been on His
trail trying to find something-they had not found anything.
But since He is in charge, He forces their hand. And on that
last night in Jerusalem, He is forcing them to move. They arrested Him. It was night and they had brought Him before
the Sanhedrin-this was wrong, it was illegal according to
their own laws.
That night they found Him guilty, guilty of blasphemy. and
He was, were He not who He claimed to be. But that would
not stand before a Roman Court. So their predicament was to
get a charge that would stick before a Roman Court. The only
one they had was that He was in rebellion against Rome. Rome
hated rebellion for they ruled the world at that time and they
dealt with the slightest move of it. This was a good charge if
it were true.
They went in to Pilate and said, "This man wants to build a
kingdom, he wants to get rid of Caesar." Obviously, to Pilate,
the charge was nothing in the world but one that was fixed.
Finally, Pilate had to say that he found no fault in
man-there was nothing that you have brought against
that can stand in my court. But he said to himself, there
way out for me and what a cheap way out: Whom do
want-do you want Barabbas or Jesus?

this
him
is a
you

Honestly, I have always wondered why they wanted Barabbas
to be turned out. He was a hardened criminal, a murderer15

so why did they ask for him to he delivered and Jesus to be
crucified? I did not understand it until about two weeks ago,
but I understand it now.
I now know that through propaganda and mob spirit you
can get people a roused and they will ask for anything, and they
did. Mobs have not miproved. Pilate, himself, did not under
stand it. He called for a basin of water and he washed his hands
and said he would have nothing to do with that just man.
Wasn't that easy? But it is ironical that the oldest creed of the
church says, "crucified under Pontius Pilate"-he cannot
escape responsibility."
The same mob that said, "turn Barabbas loose" spoke again
in the Twentieth Century.
The Last Moments of Decision
If you want to stand with the disciples now and listen to
them this is what you will hear: God will intervene, God will
not let Him die, God will grant Him a stay of execution, He
will not die. But He did and they were scattered like sheep for
they did not believe it. For God did not intervene-in fact,
there was no light burning in the Governor's Mansion that
night, it had gone out and God had gone to rest, and our Lord
cried out, "My God, My God, why hast thou forsaken me?"
I read that and I say my, I can understand now that you be
lieve in capital punishment, but not this. An innocent man to
die, and the Lord says to me that I must go back and read the
trial again for I did not read it right.

He was not guilty, He was innocent. At the very last He
could say, "Which of you convinceth me of sin," and He stands
before the world-(even Renan, the French Infidel said, "I
can find no fault in Him").
Judas who watched Him those three years to find something,
had to say finally, I betrayed innocent blood. He is dying and
He is innocent.
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I read again and I find that Jesus was not even on trial.
I find out I was on trial. I deserved to die, I was the culprit.
Then said Pilate unto Him, "speakest thou not unto me,
knowest thou not that I have power to crucify thee, and I
have power to release thee?" Jesus answered, "Thou couldst
have no power against me except it were given thee from
above." John 19:10, 11. And I read on and I find out that it
pleased the Lord to bruise Him, that He is the One who de
livered Him up. That all we like sheep have gone astray, we
have turned everyone to his own way, but the Lord hath laid
on Him the iniquity of us all.
And the Judge of high heaven had to look down on the
human family and say "you are guilty." "There is not a just
man upon the earth that doeth good and sinneth not" is what
Solomon said at the dedication of the Temple. And the Judge
handed down His verdict:
" . . . the soul that sinneth it shall die."
Wonder of wonders, there I stood, guilty before a Judge who
would not let me off at the last minute. For someunaccountable
reason He would not let me off. I had to pay the penalty-it
must be paid.
But this a wonderful Judge. H e leaves his bench and comes
around where I stand and orders me to move to the side and
says, "I will go to the gas chamber for you."
Where is the sob sister who offered to take Chessman's place
in the gas chamber at that last minute?
But I know that One went into the gas chamber for me when
I deserved to die. At this moment you and I stand before God
as guilty as Chessman and God can forgive him, right now, as
easily as He can forgive you and me.
The only place where Chessman can get a stay of execution,
full pardon or forgiveness is up yonder, but he will have to
accept it, and we will too.

17

He died the just for the unjust that He might bring us to God.
God forgives because the penalty has been paid. The Psalmist
says, "But there is forgiveness with thee, that thou mayest be
feared."
God's love is no sentimental thing. It is a love that left
heaven's glory and came down-and I must make this plain
He went through hell that we might not have to go through
hell!
God have mercy on any man who would turn his back on a
Saviour who has done so much for him!
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